Important issues such as the problems and triumphs facing Black newspapers and the rising number of black children in the foster care system were discussed at membership meeting of the Bay Area Black Journalists Association’s on Tuesday, February 12, 2008.
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Staff members from The Globe Weekly Newspaper including Publisher Vernon Whitmore, Managing Editor Eleanor Boswell-Raine and photographer Z’ma Wyatt attended the meeting in order to commemorate Black History Month as well as to speak on some of the current issues facing the media and the black community.


 “We are trying to seek a solution to black on black crime,” said Whitmore.  “We cannot rely on anyone to take care of our problems.  We need to start coming up with answers.”


He continued that they are willing to make a commitment in which they will dedicate a portion of each article to violence in the community, which is titled “Seeking Solutions to Black on Black Crime.” They also are committed to reporting on the plethora of positive issues arising out of and events being held in the black community.


Whitmore thinks the community can get jaded from reading and hearing only about violence.  He thinks that will set them apart from their brother and sister newspapers.


The Globe Newspaper is published in Richmond in Contra Costa County and Oakland, Berkeley in Alameda County.  It caters to a growing readership of over forty thousand people.  It serves its readers by being, “a reliable voice of the media.”


Boswell-Raine grew up being exposed to the world of journalism.  She remembers how her grandfather watched his friends get lynched in the south and he felt the responsibility to chronicle these events and spread the word.  He would start a newspaper in every new community that they would live in, she remembered.


They also touched on the importance of technology in the media, especially internet graphics. as well as how to work with the different tools.  They noted that more people are getting their information.


“Mainstream newspapers are declining while community papers are increasing,” said Whitmore.  “So we are making a point to have our website up to date.”


The Globe newspaper also has a time slot on Channel 5 News on Wednesday mornings.


Aurice Guyton from the Bay Area adoption agency Family Builders also attended the meeting in order to spread awareness about the state of black children in foster care.


“One of our main concerns is finding families for older children in the foster care system,” she said.  “This is a very big issue in the black community.”


She stated that there are 30,000 children in the Bay Area waiting to be adopted.  African-Americans constitute for 67 percent of these children.  On average, only nine percent of those children end up getting adopted, leaving 58 percent still waiting to be set up with a family.


“Most of the parents are waiting for the blue eyed, blonde haired child,” said Guyton.  “There is a huge waiting list for children with those characteristics.”


Family Builders (www.familybuilders.org) is planning to launch a media campaign in April 2008.

